
The greenhouse layout should allow employees to access plants quickly and
efficiently with the possibility for one-way traffic when moving plants.
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Consider several 
factors when designing 
a greenhouse

Before you build a new greenhouse, there
are several factors to consider in the 
layout. In addition to permits and site
issues, the design should reflect your crops.

YOU SHOULD carefully consider 
several issues before building a new
greenhouse facility or expanding an
existing greenhouse. Sufficient time
must be reserved to ensure that all
potential problems and issues are
dealt with before construction starts.
Proper planning of the complete
construction process will make it
possible to meet the agreed-upon
completion date.

Obtain the proper permits
The process to obtain a building

permit for a greenhouse project 
can be lengthy. Because the process
differs between locations, it may be
useful to arrange a meeting with local
authorities to discuss issues that may
come up in the permitting process.

Questions that may need to be
answered include:

e Will the building site have to 
be re-zoned? If so, will that require
public hearings?

e How much of the property may
be covered with structures?

e Is a building permit required? 
If so, how long will it take to obtain 
a permit?

e What building code will be used?
e What is the cost of the permit?
e What drawings will be required

with the permit application?
e Are stamped drawings required?
e Are there any water-use restric-

tions for the selected site?
e What are the requirements for

Costs instigate changes
Forged by increased labor and energy

costs, the greenhouse industry is seeing 
significant changes.

For instance, systems and installations are
being developed to bring the work to the 
workers. Several systems are now successfully
operating in the Netherlands.

Many Dutch growers generate their own 

electricity and use both the waste heat and 
carbon dioxide these systems produce. Different
ventilation and cooling systems are being 
tested on a number of projects.

Alternative fuel sources are increasingly being
used to heat greenhouses. Several (semi) enclosed
greenhouses have been built in Holland, showing
potential for significant energy savings.


